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All this tyranny is the consequence of our being thought an unworthy
people. When the authorities realize our strength, they themselves will
feel humbled*
SENTENCES ON HAWKERS
Messrs Ismail Akoojee, Moosa Essop, Dahya Prag, Hari Bhikha,
Saleji Bemat, Ismail Ibrahim, Keshav Gulab, and Nagaji Morar, all
hawkers, have been arrested. Their case was heard on Tuesday.1
After evidence had been tendered in their cases, Mr. Gandhi pointed
out that arresting these men amounted to an attack on the poor. They
were not criminals. He asked why the Indian leaders who had openly
defied the law were not touched. The Government had issued licences
independently of the [Asiatic Registration] Act in February. Why did
it now insist on issuing them only under the Act?
The Magistrate sentenced these Indians to a fine of 10s each or,
in default, four days' imprisonment. The brave Indians have offered
to go to gaol, refusing to pay the fine.
IMAM SAHEB ARRESTED
On Tuesday afternoon, Imam Abdool Bawazeer and Messrs
Gavarishankar Vyas, Mulji Patel and Gulabbhai Kikabhai Desai were
arrested. They were hawking in Market Square. Mr. Thambi Naidoo
was arrested on Tuesday morning. He was arrested on the same charge.
Mr. Gavarishankar Vyas and Mr. Thambi Naidoo, too, were in gaol
in January. All of them refused to bail out. Is there any Indian who
does not both weep and smile on reading this? One cannot but weep
at the thought of these Indians, used to a life of comfort, undergoing
so much suffering for the sake of their motherland. One must smile
at the thought that there are men of such rare courage in the Indian
community, who will be the means of its deliverance.
Mr. Abdool Kadir Bawazeer is an Imam, He is Chairman of the
Hamidia Islamic Society. I would say that, on the day on which he
is gaoled, Indians throughout South Africa should go on a strike.
Wtdwsdap [July 22, 1908]
After sending off the above report yesterday, I heard that
Mr. Ebrahim Kunkey had been arrested.
Mr. Imam Abdool Kadir and others whose names I have already
mentioned and Mr. Kunkey refused to offer bail and remained
b gaol for the night Plenty of food was sent to them in gaol. Each
of them was given three light blankets for a bedding.
1 Ffcfc Trial of Ismail Aioojee and Others", pp. 3B2-3.